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1. AHHOTAIUA JUCIUIIJINHBI
Science has long been, and to a large extent still is, the most hegemonic meta-narrative.

Hegeminic in that all other
narratives/stories/accounts/tales/explanations/reports/portraits/sketches/descriptions, even
meta or semi-meta ones, have rested, and still do, their

truthiness/credibileness/persuasiveness/validness/truthiness on it. Meta-narrative in that it is
itself a narrative, but a self-legitimating, self-rightous one, thus in need of no other narrative
of legitimation.

This course is an introduction to this (meta)narrative. It has two parts. The short first part
seeks to clarify the meaning of the concept of metanarrative. The long second part looks into
how science works as it is applied to human affairs. The course also looks into how all other
narratives, such as, religions, ideologies, histories, adapt to and adopt science, to legitimate
themselves or to improve their credibleness/persuasiveness.

2. INTIAHUPYEMBIE PE3YJIBTATBI OCBOEHUSA JUCHHUITJIMHbI
B cnyuae ycneniHoro ocBoeHust Kypca CTyIeHThI OyayT:

3HATh
- recognize a metanarrative and distinguish it from narratives;
- recognize the scientific method and be aware of its limitations.
yMeThb
- demonstrate their capacity to use tools in the service of critical thinking.
BJIA/IETh
- adopt the scientific method, when necessary, in academic, professional and even

personal affairs to analyze problems and propose solutions.

,HI/ICHI/IHHI/IHa HaIlpaBJICHA Ha pa3BUTUC CICAYIOIMNX KOMITCTCHITUHM 1 BX HWHIUKaTOPOB:

Kon DopMyIHUpOBKa KOMIETSHIIUN W/WIH €€ UHAUKaTopa (OB)

KOMIICTE

HITUU

YK-5. CriocobeH BOCTIpUHUMATh MEXKKYJIBTYPHOE pasHooOpa3ue o0IIecTa B

CONUAJIBHO-UCTOPHUICCKOM, 3TUICCKOM U (bI/IJ'IOCO(l)CKOM KOHTCKCTax

VK-5-1. | JleMOHCTpHUpYET YBaKUTEIBHOE OTHOILIEHUE K KYJIBTYPHO HCTOPUYECKOMY
HACJIEUIO U COLMOKYJIBTYPHBIM TPAIULMAM PA3IMYHBIX COLUAIBHBIX IPYIII,
ONMparouieecs Ha 3HaHUE TAIlOB HCTOPUUECKOT0 pa3BuTHs Poccuu, 0CHOBHBIX
COOBITHI B MUPOBOM UCTOPHH, KYIBTYPHBIX TPAIUIIUNA MUPA, BKIIIOYAs
MHUPOBBIE PEUTHH, GHIOCO(CKHE U STHUECKUE YUCHUS

VK-5-2. | Bnageer HaBbIKaMH NMPOJYKTUBHOTO B3aUMOJENUCTBUS B PO ecCHOHAIbHOMN
Cpeze ¢ y4eTOM HallMOHAJIBHBIX, STHOKYJIBTYPHBIX, KOHPECCHOHAIBHBIX
0COOEHHOCTEMN; HaBbIKaMH MPEO0JICHHSI KOMMYHUKATUBHBIX,
00pa3oBaTeIbHbIX, STHUUYECKUX, KOH(DeCCHOHATIBHBIX U IpyTUX OapbepoB B
IIPOLIECCE MEXKKYIBTYPHOTO B3aUMOIECUCTBUS




3. COAEP) KAHUE U CTPYKTYPA JUCHUIIJINHBI

TpynoeMkocTs (4ac.) Mo BuaM y4eOHBIX 3aHATUI
HasBanue Bcero
pasziena/TeMbl 4aCOB KonraxTHast pabota CamocrosiTe
JbHAS
Bcero Jlexuun Cemunapsl | paora
Tema 1. Metanarrative | 14 6 4 2 8
TeM.a 2. S.ciences and 14 6 2 4 8
Social Sciences
TGM?l 3. Rational 14 6 4 2 8
Choice Theory.
Interpretation Theory
Tema 4. Functional ?nd 14 6 o) 4 8
Structural Explanation
Tema 5: Statistical 16 8 4 4 8
Analysis
Hroro 7 32 16 16 40

Topic 1 Metanarrative

Alejandrob Amenabar’s Agora.

Watching:

Movie A: Agora (2009) by Alejandro Amenabar.

F. Dostoyevsky’s ‘The Grand Inquisitor’.

The concept of meta-narrative as understood by JF Lyotard. ‘The

Grand Inquisitor’ and Agora (2009) as similar meta-narratives.

Reading:

Reading A: Fyodor Dostoyevsky, “The Grand Inquisitor,” in The Brothers Karamazov.
Reading B: ean Francois Lyotard, The Postmodern Condition, Manchester UP, 1979.
Topic 2. Sciences and Social Sciences

The nature of ‘scientific inquiry’ and its basic features. The concept of ‘causal mechanism.’
The scientificity of social sciences.

Reading:

Reading C: Daniel Little, Varieties of Social Explanation, Westview Press, 1991; chp.2,
chp.3.

Reading D: David Horrobin, Science is God, MTP, 1969; chp.2.

Topic 3. Rational Choice Theory. Interpretation Theory

Reading:

Reading D: David Horrobin, Science is God, MTP, 1969, chp.3, cpt.4.

Topic 4. Functional and Structural Explanation

Different approaches adopted in social social sciences.

Reading:

Reading D: David Horrobin, Science is God, MTP, 1969, chp.3, cpt.4, cpt.5.

Topic 5. Statistical Analysis

Statistical analysis as employed in social sciences.

Reading:

Reading D: David Horrobin, Science is God, MTP, 1969, chp. 8.



4. OL[EHOYHBIE CPEJACTBA W TNPUMEPHI 3AJAHMI ISl OLEHKH
PE3YJILTATOB OCBOEHMS TUCIHUATIJINHBI

4.1 Texyuuii KOHTPOJIb

OrieHka 3a Kypc CKJIaJIbIBACTCS U3 CIICAYFONINX BHIOB 33IaHUH TEKYILETr0 KOHTPOJIS:
Assignment 1. Group Presentation - 25%.

Students are to form 4 or 5-person groups, choose a movie or novel and then make a
presentation of 10-min about the (meta)narrative underlying it. Critical to this assignment is
that students assess whether science plays any role in that narrative.

Grading Criteria: Students are to be graded based on the seriousness, comprehensiveness,
depth and detailedness of their presentations

Assignment 2. Test #1 - 25%

Students are to take an in-class test on Movie A, Reading A and Reading B. The test is to
assess students’ knowledge and comprehension of the reading materials. Students will be
provided a number of questions and assessed depending on the answers they have given.
Grading Criteria: Students are to provided a number of questions and be graded based on how
satisfactorily they answer them.

Assignment 3. Test #2 - 40%, topic.

Students are to take an in-class test on Reading C. The test is to assess students’ knowledge
and comprehension of the reading. Students will be provided a number of questions and
assessed depending on the answers they have given.

Grading Criteria: Students are to provided a number of questions and be graded based on how
satisfactorily they answer them.

Assignment 4. Participation - 10% ongoing

This assessment assesses the attendance of students in classes.

4.2 Tlpome:kyTOYHAA aTTECTAIUS

The examination will consist of a 90-minute written test that includes the identification of ten
quotations from required course readings and a written essay. The use of any electronic
devices is prohibited. The student must: 1) Attribute the given quotations; identify the
sections of the texts (such as a chapter) where the quotations are taken from as well as their
authors, titles, and year of publication. 2) Based on the given quotations, write an essay in
English (1000-1500 words) analyzing semantic relationships between the texts where these
quotations are taken from.

Assessment Criteria

Grade Criteria

Excellent (5) 10 can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words) if 2
elements are present:

1) the student identified all quotes correctly;

2) the essay written in accordance with the following
requirements: a) in the essay, there is a sequential logic
structure (introduction, body, and conclusion); b) the
essay demonstrates good knowledge and understanding
of all texts analyzed; c) the essay contains at least 10
exact quotations, different from the attributed quotations
in assignment




can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words) if 2
elements are present:

1) the student identified all quotes correctly;

2) the essay written in accordance with the following
requirements: a) in the essay, there is a sequential logic
structure (introduction, body, and conclusion); b) the
essay demonstrates good knowledge and understanding
of all texts analyzed; c) the essay contains at least 9
exact quotations, different from the attributed quotations
in assignment

Good (4)

can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words) if 2
elements are present:

1) the student identified all quotes correctly;

2) the essay written in accordance with the following
requirements: a) in the essay, there is a sequential logic
structure (introduction, body, and conclusion); b) the
essay demonstrates good knowledge and understanding
of all texts analyzed; c) the essay contains at least 8
exact quotations, different from the attributed quotations
in assignment

can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words) if 2
elements are present:

1) the student identified all quotes correctly;

2) the essay written in accordance with the following
requirements: a) in the essay, there is a sequential logic
structure (introduction, body, and conclusion); b) the
essay demonstrates good knowledge and understanding
of all texts analyzed; c) the essay contains at least 7
exact quotations, different from the attributed quotations
in assignment

Satisfactory (3)

can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words) if 2
elements are present:

1) the student identified all quotes correctly;

2) the essay written in accordance with the following
requirements: a) in the essay, there is a sequential logic
structure (introduction, body, and conclusion); b) the
essay demonstrates good knowledge and understanding
of all texts analyzed; c) the essay contains at least 6
exact quotations, different from the attributed quotations
in assignment

can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words) if 2
elements are present:

1) the student identified all quotes correctly;

2) the essay written in accordance with the following
requirements: a) in the essay, there is a sequential logic
structure (introduction, body, and conclusion); b) the




essay demonstrates good knowledge and understanding
of all texts analyzed; c) the essay contains at least 5
exact quotations, different from the attributed quotations
in assignment.

4 can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words) if 2
Unsatisfactory (2) elements are present:

1) the student identified all quotes correctly;

2) the essay written in accordance with the following
requirements: a) in the essay, there is a sequential logic
structure (introduction, body, and conclusion); b) the
essay demonstrates good knowledge and understanding
of all texts analyzed; c) the essay contains at least 4
exact quotations, different from the attributed quotations
in assignment

3 can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words) if 2
elements are present:

1) the student identified all quotes correctly;

2) the essay written in accordance with the following
requirements: a) in the essay, there is a sequential logic
structure (introduction, body, and conclusion); b) the
essay demonstrates good knowledge and understanding
of all texts analyzed; c) the essay contains at least 3
exact quotations, different from the attributed quotations
in assignment

2 can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words) if
at least one quote is identified incorrectly

1 can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words) if
at least one quote is identified incorrectly

4.3 llpumepsl 3a1aHui

Required Texts

Movie A : Agora (2009) by Alejandro Amenabar.

Reading A: Fyodor Dostoyevsky, “The Grand Inquisitor,” in The Brothers Karamazov,
Feedbooks, 1880.

Reading B: Jean Francois Lyotard, The Postmodern Condition, Manchester UP, 1979.
Reading D: David Horrobin, Science is God, MTP, 1969.

Reading C: Daniel Little, Varieties of Social Explanation, Westview Press, 1991.

IIpumepsbl HUTAT 1JIs1 ATPUOYTHPOBAHHUS U HANMCAHUS 3CCe HA IK3aMeHe

1. “The mechanisms that link cause and effect are typically grounded in the meaningful,
intentional behavior of individuals. These mechanisms include the features of rational choice,
the operation of norms and values in agents' decisionmaking, the effects of symbolic
structures on individuals' behavior, the ways in which social and economic structures
constrain individual choice, and so on. This point follows from the circumstance that



distinguishes social science from natural science: Social phenomena are constituted by
individuals whose behavior is the result of their rational decisionmaking and nonrational
psychological processes that sometimes are at work.” (Author: Daniel Little Book:
Varieties of Social Explanation Section: Chp.2. Topic: the nature of social scientific
explanation)

2. “The most important class of cases that parametric rationality excludes are those in which
outcomes depend on the deliberate choices of other rational decisionmakers. This is the
situation of strategic rationality, and problems of strategic rationality have a different
structure than problems of parametric rationality. In particular the expected utility rule is no
longer relevant as a rule of choice because outcomes are not probabilistic. In cases of
strategic rationality, the payoff to the individual depends on the choices made by the other
players. So each decisionmaker must consider the rational calculations of the others and
choose that option that maximizes his or her payoff given the assumption that all the others
make a rational decision as well.” (Author: Daniel Little. Book: Varieties of Social
Explanation Section: Chp.3. Topic: how to analyze human behavior)

3. “Science is a thoroughly disorderly and illogical activity. The making of a great scientific
discovery is as personal and idiosyncratic as the writing of a great poem. The major
difference between the two is that with the poem it is the SUbjective brilliance which matters:
objective validity is almost irrelevant. With a scientific discovery it is the objective validity
which is vital: brilliant ideas and masterly experi- mentation are irrelevant if they do not lead
to conclusions which are in accordance with the observation of natural events.” (Author:
David Horrobin. Book: Science is God, Section: Chp.3.Topic: what makes science
science?)

5. YYEBHO-METOAMYECKOE W MHWH®OPMAIMOHHOE OBECIIEYEHHUE
JUCHUIIJIMHBI

5.1 JInteparypa

1. IBun, A. A. ®unocodus Hayku B 2 4. HacTs 1 : yueOHuK /1 By30B / A. A. IBuH. — 2-¢
3., ucnp. u gon. — Mocksa : M3marensctBo IOpaiit, 2025. — 287 c¢. — (Bwicmiee
obpazoBanue). — ISBN 978-5-534-08855-7. — Tekcr : anexkrponuslii // O6pa3oBarenbHas
mnarpopma FOpaiit [caitt]. — URL: https://urait.ru/bcode/562396 (mara oOpareHus:
20.01.2025).

2. UBuH, A. A. ®unocodus Hayku B 2 4. Yacts 2 : yueOHuk 1y1st By30B / A. A. IBuH. — 2-¢
u3n., ucnp. U gom. — MockBa : UsmarensctBo FOpaiit, 2025. — 244 c¢. — (Beicuiee
obOpazoBanue). — ISBN 978-5-534-08857-1. — Tekct : anexTpoHHbI# // OOpa3oBarenbHas
mwiatpopma IOpaiir [caiit]. — URL: https://urait.ru/bcode/562549 (mara oOpaiueHus:
20.01.2025).

5.2 DnekTpoHHBIEe 00pa3oBaTe/IbHbIE PecypChl
Marepuansl aucuuruInHbl pa3menteHsl B LMS: https:/l.skolkovo.ru/login/index.php

5.3 IIpodeccuonanbHbie 0a3bl JaHHBIX M HHGpOPMALMOHHBIE CIPABOYHbIE CHCTEMBbI
(npu HAJIMYKH)
HeT


https://urait.ru/bcode/562396
https://urait.ru/bcode/562549
https://l.skolkovo.ru/login/index.php

6. JUHEH3UOHHOE U CBOBOJHO PACITPOCTPAHSAEMOE INPOI'PAMMHOE
OBECIHHEYEHUE

Omnepanmonnas cucrema Simple Linux, Opay3ep Yandex Opaysep, antuBupycHoe I10
Calmantivirus;

CBoboaHO pacnpocTpansiemoe 110, B TOM yuciie 0TeYeCTBEHHOTO POU3BOCTBA!

Odwucnpii maker Libre Office, Okular PDF Reader, 7-Zip Apxusarop, GIMP
PenaktupoBanus ¢ororpaduii, Inkscape Bexropnas rpaduxa, Blender 3D rpaduxa,
Kdenlive Bunpeopemaktop, Audacity Aymamopemaktop, VLC Menuamnneep, Thunderbird
[TouToBsrit kuent, Flameshot Co3nanue cKpUHIIOTOB

T.MATEPUAJIBHO-TEXHUYECKOE OBECIIEYEHUE JUCHUIIJINHBI

VYuebHas ayauTopusl [UIs TPOBEICHHS 3aHATUH JIGKIMOHHOTO THUIMA, OCHAIICHHAs
MYJbTUMEAUHHBIM  000py/IOBaHWEM, YYEOHOW MeOenblo, JOCKOH WM CO CTEHAMH C
MapKEpHBIM MTOKPHITHEM.

VYuebHasg ayauTopus U1 IPOBEIEHMs 3aHATUH CEMUHAPCKOIO THIA, OCHAILICHHas
MYJIBTUMEIUHHBIM 000pylnOBaHHEM, Y4eOHOW MeOenblo, JOCKOM WIM CO CTEHaMHU C
MapKEpHBIM MOKPHITHEM.

Aynutopusi (KOBOPKMHT) JJIsl CAMOCTOSATENBHOM PabOThl OCHAIIEHHas yueOHO#l Mmebenblo,
HOYTOYKaMH.

MarepuaiabHO-TEXHUYECKOE 0OecIieueHIe ayIUTOPUil PEICTaBIECHO Ha O(UIIMATFHOM caiTe
https://bbask.ru/sveden/objects/
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