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1. AHHOTAIUSA JUCHUITJIUHBI

We, humans, live at a time of grave and multiple uncertainties. That has always been the case.
Yes, throughout human history. No wonder since time immemorial have we invented a myriad
of ways to see through them. Some, if not all, of old ways are in fact still in use. For example,
wildly popular astrology. Yet, in the meantime, we also invented new ways, ways that are more
rational/scientific in nature. What are they? And, how are they employed by experts, to forecast
politics, domestic as well as international? In addition to these two and related questions, the
course also addresses the most basic question that concerns us: is forecasting politics even
possible? It is alleged that Yoggi Berra, a legendary baseball player, once said: “It’s tough to
make predictions especially about the future.” The class claims no more. It is tough, but not
totally impossible. In a nutshell the course is a general introduction to social science
methodology.

2. IJIAHUPYEMBIE PE3YJBTATBI OCBOEHUSA JUCHUIIJINHbI
B ciydae ycnenrHoro ocBoeHust Kypca CTyASHTHI OyayT:
3HATH
- expand their knowledge of the nature and structure of social scientific explanations;
yMeThb
- develop their own skills to offer social scientific explanations;
BJIA/IETH
- employ their skills to forecast potential political events/developments.

III/ICHI/IHJ'H/IHa HallpaBJICHAa Ha pasBUTUEC CICOAYIOIUX KOMHeTeHHI/Iﬁ U UX UHIUKATOPOB:

Kon DopMynHpOBKa KOMIETCHIIUU W/IIK €€ HHIUKaTopa (OB)

KOMITIETE

HIIUH

YK-1. Cnoco0eH ocylecTBJISATh OMCK, KPUTHYCCKUI AHAIU3 U CHHTe3

an)opMaunn, NMPpUMEHATD CHCTEMHBIH IMOAX0] IJIA peuicHudA
NMOCTABJCHHBIX 3a1a4

VK-1-1. | Ananuzupyer 3aauy, OCyIIECTBISIET €€ I€KOMIIO3UIUIO, OMPEIEISIeT
MIPUOPUTETHOCTD U 3TAITHOCTH JCHCTBUIA, HAIIPABJICHHBIX HA PEUICHHE 3aa4n

VYK-1-2. | HaxoguT u KpUTHYECKH aHATU3UPYET HHMOPMALIHIO, HEOOXOAUMYIO IS
pELIeHNs TOCTABIEHHOH 3aa41

VK-1-3. | BeiOupaer ontuMaibHBII BapHaHT PEIICHH 3a/1a41, apTyMEHTHPYSI CBOU
BBIOOD

YK-2. Cnoco0eH onpeneasiTb KPYr 3aJa4 B paMKax MOCTABJIEHHOM e 1
BbIOMPATHh ONITUMAJIbHBIE CIIOCOOBI MX pelIeHH s, HCXO0AS U3 AeHCTBYIOIIUX
NPaBOBbIX HOPM, HMEIOLIIUXCS PeCypPCOB M OTPAHUY eHH il

VYK-2-1. | CraBut 3a1auu, HEOOXOUMBIE TSI JOCTHIKEHUS 1IETH C YIETOM ITPaBOBBIX
HOPM

VK-2-2. | PaccMarpuBaeT BO3MOXXHbBIE, B TOM YHCJI€ HECTAaHAAPTHBIEC PELLICHUS 3a]1ay,
OIICHUBACT JIOCTOMHCTBA M PUCKH BO3MOXKHBIX PEIICHUH, BEIOUpACT
ONTHMAJIbHBIE PEUICHUS C YUETOM PECYPCOB U OTpaHUYCHUMN




YK-3.

Cnocobden OCYHIECTBJIAATH COLIHAJIBHOE B3auMoOjelicTBHE H pe€ajin3oBbIiBaAThH
CBOIO POJb B KOMaH/1€

VK-3-1.

3HaeT OpUHIMNB  APPEKTUBHOM KOMAaHIHOM pabOThI; Y4acTBYyeT B
pacrmpeneNnieHud posield B KOMaH[e, B3aMMOJICHUCTBYET C YWiIeHaMH KOMaH/bI B
COOTBETCTBHU CO CBOEH POJIBIO

VK-3-2.

VYuactByer B oOMeHe MH(pOpManueil, 3HAHUSAMHU U ONbITOM, B IPE3CHTALMH
pe3yabTaToB PabOTHl KOMAHIbI

YK-6.

Cnoco0eH ynpaB/siTb CBOMM BpeMeHeM, BbICTPANBATh U PeaIN30BbIBATH
TPAEKTOPHUIO CAMOPA3BUTHS HA OCHOBE MPUHLIMIIOB 00pa30BaHMs B
Te4YeHHe BCel JKU3HU

VK-6-1.

[Tnanupyer u pemiaeT nepcreKTUBHbIE 337a4i COOCTBEHHOM AEATEIbHOCTH C
Y4ETOM YCIIOBUH, CPEJICTB, TUYHOCTHBIX BO3MOKHOCTEM, 3TAllOB KAPbEPHOTO
pocTa, BpeMEHHOM MePCIIeKTUBBI Pa3BUTHUS IEATEILHOCTH U TpeOOBaHUN
pBIHKA Tpyaa

VK-6-2.

Brageer HaBbIKaMU yIIpaBiI€HUs CBOUM BpEMEHEM

VK-6-3.

[IposiBrisier uHTEpEC K 00pa30BaHUIO U HCHOIb3YET IPEJOCTaBIIsIeMbIe
BO3MOYXHOCTH ISl IPUOOPETEHHUSI HOBBIX 3HAHWIA U HABBIKOB

3. COJEP)KAHUME U CTPYKTYPA JTUCIUIIJIMHBI

TpynoemMKoCTs (4ac.) Mo BuaM y4eOHBIX 3aHITHI
Haszpanue Bcero
pasJiena/TeMbl Hacos KonTakTHas padora Camocrosite
JBHAs
Bcero Jlexuun CEMUHApBI pabora
Tema 1. Social 18 12 6 6 6
Scientific Way
Tema 2. Historian’s 18 12 6 6 6
Way
Tema 3. Statistician’s 18 12 6 6 6
Way
Tema 4. Game 18 12 6 6 6
Theoretician’s Way
Uroro 72 48 24 24 24

Topic 1. Social Scientific Way
Introduction to Social Scientific Explanation; Student-led Discussion of Select Cases.
Reading A: Daniel Little, Varieties of Social Explanation, Westview, chp.2.




Topic 2. Historian’s Way

Introduction to Logic of Historical Analysis; Student-Led Discussion of Select Cases.
Reading B: Graham Allison, Destined for War, Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2017, Part Two.
Topic 3. Statistician’s Way

Introduction to Basic Rationale of Statistical Analysis; Student-Led Discussion of Select Cases.
Reading A: Daniel Little, Varieties of Social Explanation, Westview, chp.8.

Topic 4. Game Theoretician’s Way

Introduction to Basic Rational of Game Theoretical Analysis; Student-Led Discussion of Select
Cases.

Reading to complete: Reading A, chp.3.

4. OLEHOYHBIE CPEJICTBA W TPUMEPHI 3AJJAHUW IS OIEHKH
PE3YJBbBTATOB OCBOEHUSA JUCHUITJIMHBI

4.1 Tekymuii KOHTPOJIb
OI_IeHKa 3a KypC CKJIaAbIBACTCSA U3 CIICAYIOINUX BHI0B 3az[aH1/1171 TCKYHMICTO KOHTPOJIA:

Omenka 3a Kypc CKJIQZbIBACTCS M3 CIESAYIOIUX BUAOB 33JaHUH TEKYILEro KOHTPOJIS:
READING QUIZZES - 25% of final grade

To increase your familiarity and confidence with the material, you will complete daily quizzes
(or brief, informal tests) based on the readings for the course.

CLASS PARTICIPATION - 25% of final grade

Participation in a seminar course is critical for creating a positive learning environment as well
as comprehending the material. It is especially vital for success in one’s education, as we tend
to learn more as we engage more. To this end, students will be expected to take an active part
in class meetings. This requires that we come to class having read course materials and ready
to ask questions of one another about them and that we come to class ready to meaningfully
engage with one another.

ESSAY - 50% of final grade

Assessment Criteria

Grade Criteria

Excellent (5) 10 can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words)
written in accordance with the following requirements: a)
in the essay, there is a sequential logic structure
(introduction, body, and conclusion); b) the essay
demonstrates good knowledge and understanding of all
texts analyzed; c) the essay contains at least 10 exact
quotations

9 can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words)
written in accordance with the following requirements: a)
in the essay, there is a sequential logic structure
(introduction, body, and conclusion); b) the essay
demonstrates good knowledge and understanding of all
texts analyzed; c) the essay contains at least 9 exact
quotations




Good (4)

can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words)
written in accordance with the following requirements: a)
in the essay, there is a sequential logic structure
(introduction, body, and conclusion); b) the essay
demonstrates good knowledge and understanding of all
texts analyzed; c) the essay contains at least 8 exact
quotations

can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words)
written in accordance with the following requirements: a)
in the essay, there is a sequential logic structure
(introduction, body, and conclusion); b) the essay
demonstrates good knowledge and understanding of all
texts analyzed; c) the essay contains at least 7 exact
quotations

Satisfactory (3)

can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words)
written in accordance with the following requirements: a)
in the essay, there is a sequential logic structure
(introduction, body, and conclusion); b) the essay
demonstrates good knowledge and understanding of all
texts analyzed; c) the essay contains at least 6 exact
quotations, different from the attributed quotations in
assignment

can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words)
written in accordance with the following requirements: a)
in the essay, there is a sequential logic structure
(introduction, body, and conclusion); b) the essay
demonstrates good knowledge and understanding of all
texts analyzed; c) the essay contains at least 5 exact
quotations

Unsatisfactory (2)

can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words)
written in accordance with the following requirements: a)
in the essay, there is a sequential logic structure
(introduction, body, and conclusion); b) the essay
demonstrates knowledge and understanding of the texts
analyzed; c) the essay contains at least 4 exact quotations

can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words) i
written in accordance with the following requirements: a)
in the essay, there is a sequential logic structure
(introduction, body, and conclusion); b) the essay
demonstrates knowledge and understanding of the texts
analyzed; c) the essay contains at least 3 exact quotations

can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words) if at
least one quote is identified incorrectly




1 can be given for the essay (less than 1000 words) if at
least one quote is identified incorrectly

4.2 IlpomMeskyTOYHAs aTTeCTALUSA

The examination will consist of a 90-minute written test that includes the identification of ten
quotations from required course readings and a written essay. The use of any electronic devices
is prohibited. The student must: 1) Attribute the given quotations; identify the sections of the
texts (such as a chapter) where the quotations are taken from as well as their authors, titles, and
year of publication. 2) Based on the given quotations, write an essay in English (1000—-1500
words) analysing semantic relationships between the texts where these quotations are taken
from.

Assessment Criteria

Grade Criteria

Excellent (5) 10 can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words) if 2
elements are present:

1) the student identified all quotes correctly;

2) the essay written in accordance with the following
requirements: a) in the essay, there is a sequential logic
structure (introduction, body, and conclusion); b) the
essay demonstrates good knowledge and understanding
of all texts analyzed; c) the essay contains at least 10
exact quotations, different from the attributed quotations
in assignment

9 can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words) if 2
elements are present:

1) the student identified all quotes correctly;

2) the essay written in accordance with the following
requirements: a) in the essay, there is a sequential logic
structure (introduction, body, and conclusion); b) the
essay demonstrates good knowledge and understanding
of all texts analyzed; c) the essay contains at least 9 exact
quotations, different from the attributed quotations in
assignment

8 can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words) if 2
Good (4) elements are present:

1) the student identified all quotes correctly;

2) the essay written in accordance with the following
requirements: a) in the essay, there is a sequential logic
structure (introduction, body, and conclusion); b) the
essay demonstrates good knowledge and understanding
of all texts analyzed; c) the essay contains at least 8 exact
quotations, different from the attributed quotations in
assignment




can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words) if 2
elements are present:

1) the student identified all quotes correctly;

2) the essay written in accordance with the following
requirements: a) in the essay, there is a sequential logic
structure (introduction, body, and conclusion); b) the
essay demonstrates good knowledge and understanding
of all texts analyzed; c) the essay contains at least 7 exact
quotations, different from the attributed quotations in
assignment

Satisfactory (3)

can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words) if 2
elements are present:

1) the student identified all quotes correctly;

2) the essay written in accordance with the following
requirements: a) in the essay, there is a sequential logic
structure (introduction, body, and conclusion); b) the
essay demonstrates good knowledge and understanding
of all texts analyzed; c) the essay contains at least 6 exact
quotations, different from the attributed quotations in
assignment

can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words) if 2
elements are present:

1) the student identified all quotes correctly;

2) the essay written in accordance with the following
requirements: a) in the essay, there is a sequential logic
structure (introduction, body, and conclusion); b) the
essay demonstrates good knowledge and understanding
of all texts analyzed; c) the essay contains at least 5 exact
quotations, different from the attributed quotations in
assignment.

Unsatisfactory (2)

can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words) if 2
elements are present:

1) the student identified all quotes correctly;

2) the essay written in accordance with the following
requirements: a) in the essay, there is a sequential logic
structure (introduction, body, and conclusion); b) the
essay demonstrates good knowledge and understanding
of all texts analyzed; c) the essay contains at least 4 exact
quotations, different from the attributed quotations in
assignment

can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words) if 2
elements are present:

1) the student identified all quotes correctly;

2) the essay written in accordance with the following
requirements: a) in the essay, there is a sequential logic
structure (introduction, body, and conclusion); b) the




essay demonstrates good knowledge and understanding
of all texts analyzed; c) the essay contains at least 3 exact
quotations, different from the attributed quotations in
assignment

2 can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words) if at
least one quote is identified incorrectly

1 can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words) if at
least one quote is identified incorrectly

4.3 Ilpumepsl 3agaHuit
IIpuMeps! nUTAT A1 ATPUOYTHPOBAHKS

Sample quotation Key

The mechanisms that link cause and effect are typically Author: Daniel Little,
grounded in the meaningful, intentional behavior of Book: Varieties of Social
individuals. These mechanisms include the features of Explanation, Chapter 2

1

rational choice, the operation of norms and values in agents
decisionmaking, the effects of symbolic structures on
individuals' behavior, the ways in which social and
economic structures constrain individual choice, and so on.
This point follows from the circumstance that distinguishes
social science from natural science: Social phenomena are
constituted by individuals whose behavior is the result of
their

rational decisionmaking and nonrational psychological
processes that sometimes are at work.

Why did the competition between Greece’s two great Author: Graham Allison
powers ultimately produce a war that destroyed what each Book: Destined for War,
cherished most? According to Thucydides, the fundamental | Chapter 2

explanation lies in the depth of the structural stress between
a rising and a ruling power. As this rivalry led Athens and
Sparta into successive standoffs, the most passionate voices
in each political system grew louder, their sense of pride
stronger, their claims about threats posed by the adversary
more pointed, and their challenge to leaders who sought to
keep the peace more severe.

The central idea underlying statistical explanation is the Author: Daniel Little,
notion of a correlation between two or more variables. This | Book: Varieties of Social
concept describes covariance among variables: The Explanation, Chapter 8

variables in question take different values in different
circumstances, and there is a tendency for the variables to
vary together. A positive correlation means that an increase
in one variable is associated with an increase in the other; a
negative correlation means that an increase in one variable is
associated with a decrease in the other. Two central




questions must be posed in considering whether specific
variables are correlated. What is the functional relationship
between the variables? And how strong is the correlation
between them--that is, how much dispersion is there in the
data set?

TexcTbl 1151 00CyKIACHUSA

1. Reading A: Daniel Little, Varieties of Social Explanation, Westview, chp.2, chp.3, and
chp.8.

2. Reading B: Graham Allison, Destined for War, Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2017, Part Two.

5. YYEBHO-METOAUYECKOE N HWH®OPMAIMWOHHOE OBECIIEYEHHUE
JUCIUITJINHBbI

5.1 JIutepaTtypa

1. Axpemenko, A. C. Tlonutndeckuii aHaIU3 U MPOrHO3upoBanue B 2 4. Yacte 1 : yueOHUK U
npaktukym g By3oB / A. C. AxpemeHko. — 2-e u3a., ucnp. u gom. — Mocksa :
WznarensctBo [Opaiit, 2024. — 180 c¢. — (Bricmee o6pazoBanue). — ISBN 978-5-534-
07223-5. — TekcT : anektpoHHsIi // ObpazoBarensHas miatdopma FOpaiir [caiit]. — URL:
https://urait.ru/bcode/537102 (nata oopamenus: 08.05.2024).

2. Axpemenko, A. C. Tlonutuueckuii aHamu3 U IporHo3upoBanue B 2 4. Yacte 2 : yueOHUK U
npaktukym g By3oB / A. C. AxpemeHko. — 2-e u3a., ucnp. W gomn. — Mocksa :
WznarensctBo [Opaiit, 2024. — 221 c¢. — (Bricmee o6pazoBanue). — ISBN 978-5-534-
07227-3. — Tekct : anextpoHHbId // OOpa3zoBarenbHas miardopma IOpaiir [caiir]. — URL:
https://urait.ru/bcode/537485 (mata obpamenus: 08.05.2024).

5.2 JaekTpoHHBbIE 00pa3oBaTe/ibHbIE PeCYPChl
Marepuansl aucuuiiuael pa3mentensl B LMS: https://1.skolkovo.ru/login/index.php

5.3 IlpodeccnonanbHbie 6a3bl JAHHBIX 1 HHPOPMALMOHHBIE CIIPABOYHbIE CHCTEMBI (IIPH
HAJIUYHM)
HeT

6. JUINEH3UOHHOE U CBOBOJHO PACIIPOCTPAHAEMOE IMTPOT'PAMMHOE
OBECIIEYEHUE

Omnepammonnas cuctema Simple Linux, Opay3ep Yandex Opaysep, antuBupycuoe 110
Calmantivirus;

CBobGoano pacnpocrpansemoe [10, B TOM 4ncie 0T€4eCTBEHHOTO IIPOU3BO/ICTBA!

Oducnerii naker LibreOffice, Okular PDF Reader, 7-Zip Apxusarop, GIMP PenaktupoBanus
¢dororpaduii, Inkscape Bekropnas rpaduka, Blender 3D rpaduka, Kdenlive Bugeopenaxrop,
Audacity Ayauopenaktop, VLC Memuanneep, Thunderbird IToutoBsiii kiment, Flameshot
Co3naHne CKpHHIIIOTOB

TMATEPUAJIBHO-TEXHUYECKOE OBECIIEYEHHUE JUCIUIIJIMHbI

VYuebHast ayauTopusi Ui NPOBEAEHUS 3aHSITUH JIEKIUMOHHOIO THIMA, OCHAIllEHHAs
MYJIbTUMEIUMHBIM 000pyJ0oBaHHEeM, Y4eOHOH MeOenbio, OCKOM WJIM CO CTEeHaMH C
MapKEPHBIM OKPBITHEM.



VYuebHass aynuTopus s TPOBENEHUS 3aHATHH CEMHHApCKOro THIA, OCHAILCHHAs
MYJIbTUMEIUMHBIM O0OpYyZAOBaHHEM, Y4eOHOH MeOenbio, JOCKOW WM CO CTEHaMU C
MapKEepHBIM MOKPBITHEM.

Aynuropust (KOBOPKHHT) JUI CaMOCTOSATEIbHOW paboOThl OCHalleHHas y4eOHOIl Mebelnblo,
HOYTOYKaMHu.

MarepuanbHO-TeXHUYECKOEe 0OecrieueHre ay ITMTOpUi MpeACTaBIeHO Ha OpHUIMATIbHOM caiiTe
https://bbask.ru/sveden/objects/




