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1. AHHOTAIUSA JUCHUIIJINHBI

We, humans, live at a time of grave and multiple uncertainties. That has always been the case.
Yes, throughout human history. No wonder since time immemorial have we invented a
myriad of ways to see through them. Some, if not all, of old ways are in fact still in use. For
example, wildly popular astrology. Yet, in the meantime, we also invented new ways, ways
that are more rational/scientific in nature. What are they? And, how are they employed by
experts, to forecast politics, domestic as well as international? In addition to these two and
related questions, the course also addresses the most basic question that concerns us: is
forecasting politics even possible? It is alleged that Yoggi Berra, a legendary baseball player,
once said: “It’s tough to make predictions especially about the future.” The class claims no
more. It is tough, but not totally impossible. In a nutshell the course is a general introduction
to social science methodology.

2. INTAHUPYEMBIE PE3YJIBTATbI OCBOEHUSA JUCHUIIJINHBI
B ciydae ycnenHoro ocBoeH#usI Kypca CTyACHTBI OyIyT:
3HATH
- expand their knowledge of the nature and structure of social scientific explanations;
yMeTh
- develop their own skills to offer social scientific explanations;
BJIA/IeTh
- employ their skills to forecast potential political events/developments.

,HI/ICL[I/IHHI/IHa HaIlpaBJICHA Ha pa3BUTUC CICAYIOIHNX KOMITCTCHITUHM 1 BX HHAUKATOPOB:

Kon DopMyTUpPOBKa KOMIIETCHIIMH W/WJIH €€ WHIUKAaTopa (OB)

KOMIIeTe

HIHH

YK-1. Cnoco0eH ocylmecTBIATH NOUCK, KPUTHYECCKUH AHAJH3 U CHHTE3

uHpOpMALMH, IPUMEHATb CUCTEMHbIH MOAXO0 JJIsl pelIeHusI
NOCTAaBJIEHHBIX 3a1a4

VK-1-1. | Ananusupyer 3aady, OCyLUIECTBIISIET €€ IEKOMIIO3UIINIO, OTIPEAeIsieT
NPUOPUTETHOCTH U STAITHOCTD JCHCTBUI, HANIPABIEHHBIX HA PEIICHUE 3a]]a9u

VK-1-2. | Haxoaut M KpUTHYECKH aHATU3UPYET HHPOPMAITUIO, HEOOXOAUMYIO JUIS
peLIeHNs TOCTAaBICHHON 3a/1a4H

VK-1-3. | BeiOupaeT onTUMaabHbII BapHAHT pEeIIeHUs 3a/1a41, apTyMEHTUPYS CBOU
BBIOOP

YK-2. Crnoco0eH onpeneJsiTb KPyr 3a1a4 B pAMKaxX OCTABJICHHON LeJIN U
BBIOMPATh ONTHMAJIbHBIE CIIOCOOBI HX PellleHUs], HCXOIs U3 A€l CTBYIOIIUX
NPaBOBbIX HOPM, HMEIOLIUXCS PeCypPcoB H OrpaHUYeHMit

VK-2-1. | CraBurt 3a1auu, HEOOXOIUMBIE JUISl TOCTHKEHUS 1IEJIN C YUETOM IPABOBBIX
HOPM

VK-2-2. | PaccmarpuBaeT BO3MOXHBIE, B TOM UHCIIE HECTaHJApTHBIE PEIICHNUS 3a/1ad,
OLIEHUBAET JOCTOMHCTBA U PUCKU BO3MOXKHBIX PEILICHHH, BEIOUpaeT




ONTUMAJIbHBIE PEIICHUS C YY€TOM PECYpPCOB U OIpaHUUYCHUN

YK-3. Cnoco0eH ocylIecTBJIATH COLMATIBbHOE B3aNMO/IeIICTBHE U Peajin30BbIBATh
CBOIO POJIb B KOMaH/1e

VK-3-1. |3naer npuHuunel 3¢p¢GeKTUBHOH KOMaHIHOW paboThl; y4yacTByeT B
pacmpezielieHnu  poJiel B KOMaHJe, B3aUMOJEHCTBYET C ujeHaMH KOMaH/bl B
COOTBETCTBUH CO CBOEH POJIBbIO

VK-3-2. | YuactByer B oOMeHe WH(OpMAaIUei, 3HAHUSAMU H OIBITOM, B NPE3CHTALUU
pe3yNbTaToB PabOThl KOMaH IbI

YK-6. Cnoco0eH ynpaBJsiTb CBOMM BpeMeHeM, BbICTPAUBATH U PeaIn30BbIBATH
TPAeKTOPUIO CAMOPA3BUTHSI HA OCHOBE IPUHIUIIOB 00Pa30BaHNS B
Te4yeHue BCel JKM3HI

YK-6-1. | [InanupyeT u peniaet NepCcreKTUBHBIE 3a/1a4d COOCTBEHHOM IS TEIIBHOCTH C
Y4€TOM YCIJIOBUH, CPECTB, TMUYHOCTHBIX BOBMOKHOCTEMH, ITAallOB KAPLEPHOTO
pocTa, BpeMEHHOH NEePCIEKTUBbI Pa3BUTHSA AESITEIbHOCTH U TPeOOBaHHM
pBIHKA Tpyna

VYK-6-2. | Bnageer HaBbIKaMU yIPABICHHUS] CBOUM BPEMEHEM

VK-6-3. | IlposiBisieT nHTepec K 00pa30BaHUIO U MCIIOIb3YET MPEI0CTABISEMbIE
BO3MOYKHOCTH JUIsl IPUOOPETEHNUSI HOBBIX 3HAHUM U HABBIKOB

3. COAEP KAHME U CTPYKTYPA JTUCHHUITJINHBI

TpynoemkocTs (4ac.) mo BuaaM y4eOHBIX 3aHATHI
Haszeanue Bcero
pas/iesna/TeMbl 4aCOB Konraxrnas pabota CamocrosiTe
JbHAs
Bcero Jlexuun CEeMHHApBl | paGora
Tema 1. Social 18 12 6 6 6
Scientific Way
Tema 2. Historian’s 18 12 6 6 6
Way
Tema 3. Statistician’s 18 12 6 6 6
Way
Tema 4. Game 18 12 6 6 6
Theoretician’s Way
Utoro 72 48 24 24 24

Topic 1. Social Scientific Way
Introduction to Social Scientific Explanation; Student-led Discussion of Select Cases.
Reading A: Daniel Little, Varieties of Social Explanation, Westview, chp.2.




Topic 2. Historian’s Way

Introduction to Logic of Historical Analysis; Student-Led Discussion of Select Cases.
Reading B: Graham Allison, Destined for War, Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2017, Part Two.
Topic 3. Statistician’s Way

Introduction to Basic Rationale of Statistical Analysis; Student-Led Discussion of Select
Cases.

Reading A: Daniel Little, Varieties of Social Explanation, Westview, chp.8.

Topic 4. Game Theoretician’s Way

Introduction to Basic Rational of Game Theoretical Analysis; Student-Led Discussion of
Select Cases.

Reading to complete: Reading A, chp.3.

4. OI[EHOYHBIE CPEJACTBA W NPUMEPHI 3AJJAHUN JJIA OIEHKH
PE3YJIBTATOB OCBOEHUA JNCHUIIJIMHBI

4.1 Tekyuuii KOHTPOJIb
OreHKa 3a Kypc CKJIAbIBAa€TCs U3 CIEAYIOIINUX BUIOB 3aJaHUH TEKYILIEro KOHTPOJIS:

OreHka 3a Kypc CKJIIbIBACTCS U3 CIEAYIOMINX BUIOB 3aJaHUI TEKYIIETO KOHTPOJIS:
READING QUIZZES - 25% of final grade

To increase your familiarity and confidence with the material, you will complete daily quizzes
(or brief, informal tests) based on the readings for the course.

CLASS PARTICIPATION - 25% of final grade

Participation in a seminar course is critical for creating a positive learning environment as
well as comprehending the material. It is especially vital for success in one’s education, as we
tend to learn more as we engage more. To this end, students will be expected to take an active
part in class meetings. This requires that we come to class having read course materials and
ready to ask questions of one another about them and that we come to class ready to
meaningfully engage with one another.

ESSAY - 50% of final grade

Assessment Criteria

Grade Criteria

Excellent (5) 10 can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words)
written in accordance with the following requirements:
a) in the essay, there is a sequential logic structure
(introduction, body, and conclusion); b) the essay
demonstrates good knowledge and understanding of all
texts analyzed; c) the essay contains at least 10 exact
quotations

9 can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words)
written in accordance with the following requirements:
a) in the essay, there is a sequential logic structure
(introduction, body, and conclusion); b) the essay
demonstrates good knowledge and understanding of all
texts analyzed; c) the essay contains at least 9 exact
quotations




Good (4)

can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words)
written in accordance with the following requirements:
a) in the essay, there is a sequential logic structure
(introduction, body, and conclusion); b) the essay
demonstrates good knowledge and understanding of all
texts analyzed; c) the essay contains at least 8 exact
quotations

can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words)
written in accordance with the following requirements:
a) in the essay, there is a sequential logic structure
(introduction, body, and conclusion); b) the essay
demonstrates good knowledge and understanding of all
texts analyzed; c) the essay contains at least 7 exact
quotations

Satisfactory (3)

can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words)
written in accordance with the following requirements:
a) in the essay, there is a sequential logic structure
(introduction, body, and conclusion); b) the essay
demonstrates good knowledge and understanding of all
texts analyzed; c) the essay contains at least 6 exact
quotations, different from the attributed quotations in
assignment

can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words)
written in accordance with the following requirements:
a) in the essay, there is a sequential logic structure
(introduction, body, and conclusion); b) the essay
demonstrates good knowledge and understanding of all
texts analyzed; c) the essay contains at least 5 exact
quotations

Unsatisfactory (2)

can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words)
written in accordance with the following requirements:
a) in the essay, there is a sequential logic structure
(introduction, body, and conclusion); b) the essay
demonstrates knowledge and understanding of the texts
analyzed; c) the essay contains at least 4 exact
quotations

can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words) i
written in accordance with the following requirements:
a) in the essay, there is a sequential logic structure
(introduction, body, and conclusion); b) the essay
demonstrates knowledge and understanding of the texts
analyzed; c) the essay contains at least 3 exact
quotations




2 can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words) if
at least one quote is identified incorrectly

1 can be given for the essay (less than 1000 words) if at
least one quote is identified incorrectly

4.2 Ilpome:KyTOUHASL ATTECTAIUA

The examination will consist of a 90-minute written test that includes the identification of ten
quotations from required course readings and a written essay. The use of any electronic
devices is prohibited. The student must: 1) Attribute the given quotations; identify the
sections of the texts (such as a chapter) where the quotations are taken from as well as their
authors, titles, and year of publication. 2) Based on the given quotations, write an essay in
English (1000-1500 words) analysing semantic relationships between the texts where these
quotations are taken from.

Assessment Criteria

Grade Criteria

Excellent (5) 10 can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words) if 2
elements are present:

1) the student identified all quotes correctly;

2) the essay written in accordance with the following
requirements: a) in the essay, there is a sequential logic
structure (introduction, body, and conclusion); b) the
essay demonstrates good knowledge and understanding
of all texts analyzed; c) the essay contains at least 10
exact quotations, different from the attributed quotations
n assignment

9 can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words) if 2
elements are present:

1) the student identified all quotes correctly;

2) the essay written in accordance with the following
requirements: a) in the essay, there is a sequential logic
structure (introduction, body, and conclusion); b) the
essay demonstrates good knowledge and understanding
of all texts analyzed; c) the essay contains at least 9
exact quotations, different from the attributed quotations
in assignment

8 can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words) if 2
Good (4) elements are present:

1) the student identified all quotes correctly;

2) the essay written in accordance with the following
requirements: a) in the essay, there is a sequential logic
structure (introduction, body, and conclusion); b) the
essay demonstrates good knowledge and understanding
of all texts analyzed; c) the essay contains at least 8




exact quotations, different from the attributed quotations
in assignment

can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words) if 2
elements are present:

1) the student identified all quotes correctly;

2) the essay written in accordance with the following
requirements: a) in the essay, there is a sequential logic
structure (introduction, body, and conclusion); b) the
essay demonstrates good knowledge and understanding
of all texts analyzed; c) the essay contains at least 7
exact quotations, different from the attributed quotations
in assignment

Satisfactory (3)

can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words) if 2
elements are present:

1) the student identified all quotes correctly;

2) the essay written in accordance with the following
requirements: a) in the essay, there is a sequential logic
structure (introduction, body, and conclusion); b) the
essay demonstrates good knowledge and understanding
of all texts analyzed; c) the essay contains at least 6
exact quotations, different from the attributed quotations
in assignment

can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words) if 2
elements are present:

1) the student identified all quotes correctly;

2) the essay written in accordance with the following
requirements: a) in the essay, there is a sequential logic
structure (introduction, body, and conclusion); b) the
essay demonstrates good knowledge and understanding
of all texts analyzed; c) the essay contains at least 5
exact quotations, different from the attributed quotations
in assignment.

Unsatisfactory (2)

can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words) if 2
elements are present:

1) the student identified all quotes correctly;

2) the essay written in accordance with the following
requirements: a) in the essay, there is a sequential logic
structure (introduction, body, and conclusion); b) the
essay demonstrates good knowledge and understanding
of all texts analyzed; c) the essay contains at least 4
exact quotations, different from the attributed quotations
in assignment

can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words) if 2
elements are present:
1) the student identified all quotes correctly;




2) the essay written in accordance with the following
requirements: a) in the essay, there is a sequential logic
structure (introduction, body, and conclusion); b) the
essay demonstrates good knowledge and understanding
of all texts analyzed; c) the essay contains at least 3
exact quotations, different from the attributed quotations
in assignment

2 can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words) if
at least one quote is identified incorrectly

1 can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words) if
at least one quote is identified incorrectly

4.3 Ilpumepsnl 3a1aHU i
IIpuMepbl HUTAT AJ1si ATPUOYTHPOBAHUS

Sample quotation Key

The mechanisms that link cause and effect are typically Author: Daniel Little,
grounded in the meaningful, intentional behavior of Book: Varieties of Social
individuals. These mechanisms include the features of Explanation, Chapter 2

rational choice, the operation of norms and values in agents'

decisionmaking, the effects of symbolic structures on
individuals' behavior, the ways in which social and
economic structures constrain individual choice, and so on.
This point follows from the circumstance that distinguishes
social science from natural science: Social phenomena are
constituted by individuals whose behavior is the result of
their

rational decisionmaking and nonrational psychological
processes that sometimes are at work.

Why did the competition between Greece’s two great Author: Graham Allison
powers ultimately produce a war that destroyed what each Book: Destined for War,
cherished most? According to Thucydides, the fundamental | Chapter 2

explanation lies in the depth of the structural stress between
a rising and a ruling power. As this rivalry led Athens and
Sparta into successive standoffs, the most passionate voices
in each political system grew louder, their sense of pride
stronger, their claims about threats posed by the adversary
more pointed, and their challenge to leaders who sought to
keep the peace more severe.

The central idea underlying statistical explanation is the Author: Daniel Little,
notion of a correlation between two or more variables. This | Book: Varieties of Social
concept describes covariance among variables: The Explanation, Chapter 8

variables in question take different values in different
circumstances, and there is a tendency for the variables to
vary together. A positive correlation means that an increase




in one variable is associated with an increase in the other; a
negative correlation means that an increase in one variable is
associated with a decrease in the other. Two central
questions must be posed in considering whether specific
variables are correlated. What is the functional relationship
between the variables? And how strong is the correlation
between them--that is, how much dispersion is there in the
data set?

TekeThl 1J151 00CYKACHUS

1. Reading A: Daniel Little, Varieties of Social Explanation, Westview, chp.2, chp.3, and
chp.8.

2. Reading B: Graham Allison, Destined for War, Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2017, Part
Two.

5. YYEBHO-METOAMYECKOE WU MWH®OPMALIMWOHHOE OBECIIEYEHHUE
JUCHUIIJIMHBI

5.1 JIuteparypa

1. Axpemenko, A. C. Ilonutuueckuil ananu3 u nporuo3uposanue B 2 4. Yactsb 1 : yueOHUK U
npaktukyMm i By3oB / A. C. AxpemeHko. — 2-e¢ u3f., ucop. U gon. — Mocksa :
WznarensctBo HOpaiit, 2024. — 180 c. — (Beicmiee o6OpazoBanue). — ISBN
978-5-534-07223-5. — Texkcr : »nexTpoHHbI // OOpazoBaresnbHas miaardopma FOpaiit
[caiit]. — URL: https://urait.ru/bcode/537102 (nara oopamenus: 08.05.2024).

2. Axpemenko, A. C. Ilonutnueckuit aHaiau3 U NporHo3upoBanue B 2 4. YacTtp 2 : yueOHUK U
npakTukyM Juist By3oB / A. C. AxpemeHko. — 2-e u3fd., ucrp. u jgon. — Mocksa :
WznarensctBo FOpaiit, 2024. — 221 c. — (Beicmiee o6pa3zoBanue). — ISBN
978-5-534-07227-3. — Tekcr : snextpoHHbIl // OOpazoBarenbHas uiatdpopma FOpailt
[caiiT]. — URL: https://urait.ru/bcode/537485 (mara oOpamenus: 08.05.2024).

5.2 DyiekTpoHHBIE 00pa30BaTeIbHbIE PeCypChl
Marepuans! auctuiuiHbl pazmeniensl B LMS: https://l.skolkovo.ru/login/index.php

5.3 IIpodeccuonaibHbie 0a3bl JAHHBIX M HH(OPMALMOHHbIC CIIPABOYHbIC CHCTEMBI
(mpu HAJIMYMH)
HeT

6. JUHHEH3MOHHOE U CBOBOJHO PACITPOCTPAHAEMOE INPOI'PAMMHOE
OBECIIEYEHUE

Omnepammonnas cuctema Simple Linux, Opay3ep Yandex Opaysep, antuBupycHoe [IO
Calmantivirus;

CBoOonHo pacnpoctpansiemoe [10, B ToM unciie 0Te4eCTBEHHOTO ITPOU3BOJICTBA:

Oducusriii maket LibreOffice, Okular PDF Reader, 7-Zip Apxusatop, GIMP PenaktupoBanus
dbotorpaduii, Inkscape Bekropnas rpaduka, Blender 3D rpaduxa, Kdenlive Buneopenakrop,
Audacity Aymuopenakrop, VLC Menuaruieep, Thunderbird ITouroBsiii kiauent, Flameshot
Co3pnanue CKpUHIIOTOB

T.MATEPUAJIBHO-TEXHUYECKOE OBECIIEYEHUE JUCHUIIJINHBI


https://urait.ru/bcode/537102
https://urait.ru/bcode/537485
https://l.skolkovo.ru/login/index.php

YueOHass ayauTOpus JUIS TPOBEICHHS 3aHATUH JIGKIIMOHHOTO THUIA, OCHAIICHHAS
MYJIBTUMEIUHHBIM 000pylIOBaHHEM, Yy4eOHOW MeOenblo, JOCKOW WIM €O CTEHaMH C
MapKEPHBIM MTOKPBITHEM.

VYueOHas ayguTopus Ui TPOBENEHHsS 3aHATUH CEMHUHAPCKOTO THIIA, OCHAIICHHAs
MYJIBTUMEIMHHBIM 000pylIOBaHHEM, Yy4eOHOUW MeOenblo, JOCKOW WM CO CTEHaMH C
MapKEePHBIM ITOKPBITHEM.

Aynutopusi (KOBOPKHHT) JJISI CaMOCTOSITEIFHOM pabOThl OCHAIlEHHAss y4eOHOW MeOelbo,
HOYTOyKaMH.

MarepuaabHO-TEXHHYECKOE 00eCIIeueHIe ayTUTOPUI TPEICTABICHO Ha O(UIIMATIEHOM CaiTe
https://bbask.ru/sveden/objects/



https://bbask.ru/sveden/objects/
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