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1. AHHOTALIIUS AU CHUIIJIUHBI

“No matter how many times you turned around a coin, you never saw the other side as the
other side. The coin had a dark side that was seemingly irreducible. This irreducibility could
easily apply to the ways in which another object, say a speck of dust, interacted with the coin.
If you thought this through a little more, you saw that all objects were in some sense
irreducibly withdrawn.” - Timothy Morton, Hyperobjects.

A thing or object, proposes Morton - known to many as a figurehead in the school known to
some as “Objected Oriented Ontology” (OOQ) - cannot be known in its totality. “You can’t
know a thing fully by thinking it or by eating it or by measuring it or by painting it . . .” In
this way, objects are radically withdrawn, not fully graspable in their totality even by
themselves. As such, our project of study cannot only proceed from what a thing is, but also
how it is. In this course, we will explore the (1) idea of thingliness: Can object include
subject? What is a thing?

How does it endure in time? and (2) its inscrutability: If there is a radically withdrawn aspect
to all things, how can we think this component of their dark silence? Many contemporary
fields of scholarship have proceeded from this question, and what unites them is their redress
to questions (1) and (2) - namely how can we consolidate our thinking of thingliness with
thingliness itself? As such, we’ll proceed from a variety of points of view, from the
philosophy of time to ecological thought to black studies to psychoanalysis, in order to
approach this speculative question.

2. INTAHUPYEMBIE PE3YJBTATBI OCBOEHUA JUCHUIIJIMHBI
B cnyuae ycneniHoro ocBoeHust Kypca CTyIeHThI OyayT:

3HATh
- Gain familiarity with historical and theoretical approaches to contemporary object-oriented
philosophy, psychoanalysis, and various other theories of “thingliness”

yMeThb

- Demonstrate the capacity to use tools for analyzing ontology, temporality, and relationality
in the service of critical thinking;

- Connect and use the knowledge of ontology, temporality, and relationality in further
interdisciplinary work

BJIa/1eTh
- Apply theoretical knowledge to analyze and present a study of a chosen problem

JII/ICI_[I/IHJ'H/IHa HallpaBJICHA HA pa3BUTUC CICAYIOIMHNX KOMHCTCHHI/Iﬁ " UX UHAHUKATOPOB:

Kon DopMynUpOBKa KOMIIETCHIIMHN W/WIH €€ MHIUKAaTopa (OB)

KOMIIeTe

HITNH

YK-1. Crnoco0eH ocylmecTBIATH NOUCK, KPUTHYCCKUH AHAJH3 U CHHTE3

I/IH(l)OpMalII/IH, INPUMCHATD CHUCTEMHBIH MOAXO0d JJIs Pe€UICHUSA
MOCTABJICHHBIX 3aJ1a4

VK-1-1. | Ananusupyer 3ajaudy, OCyLIECTBIISIET €€ IEKOMIIO3ULINIO, ONPEAEIIseT
IPUOPUTETHOCTH U STAITHOCTD JCHCTBUI, HANIPABIEHHBIX HA PEIICHUE 3a]]a4u




VYK-1-2. | HaxoquT u KpUTHYECKHU aHAIM3UPYyeT HHPOPMAIIHIO, HEOOXOIUMYIO st
peleHus MOCTaBICHHOM 3a1a4n

YK-1-3. | BeiOupaer onTuMaabHbIN BapHAHT PEIICHUS 3aJ1a49H, apTYMEHTUPYS CBOU
BBIOOD

YK-2. Cnoco0eH onpenessitb KPyr 3a1a4 B paMKax MOCTABJIECHHOW 1eJIN U
BbIOMPATh ONTHMAJIBHBIE CIIOCO0BI MX PelIeHUs], HCXO0As U3 JeHCTBYIOIIHNX
NPaBOBbIX HOPM, MMEIOLIUXCH PeCypPCcOB M OrpaHUYeHHIt

YK-2-1. | CraBurt 3a7auu, HEOOXOIUMBIE ISl TOCTHIKEHUS 1IENI C YYETOM MPABOBBIX
HOpM

VYK-2-2. | PaccMarpuBaeT BO3MOXKHbBIE, B TOM YMCJIE HECTAHAAPTHBIE PEIICHUs 3aay,
OLIEHUBAET JOCTOWHCTBA U PUCKU BO3MOXKHBIX PEIICHH, BEIOUpAET
ONTHUMAaJIbHbIE PELICHUS C YIETOM PECYpPCOB M OTpaHUYCHUN

YK-3. Crnoco0eH ocylIecTBIATH COLATbHOE B3aNMOJCIICTBHE H Peain30BbIBATh
CBOIO POJIb B KOMaH/1e

VK-3-1. |3naer mnpuHuunel 3¢p¢GeKTUBHOH KOMaHIHOW paboThl; y4yacTByeT B
pacmpezielieHuu  poJiell B KOMaHJe, B3aUMOJEHCTBYET C ujeHaMH KOMaH/bl B
COOTBETCTBUH CO CBOEH POJIbIO

VYK-3-2. | YuactByer B oOMeHe WMH(OpMAIUEH, 3HAHUSAMU M OIBITOM, B NPE3CHTALUU
pe3ynbTaToB PaboThl KOMaH/IbI

YK-6. Crnoco0eH ynpaBJsiTb CBOMM BpeMeHeM, BBICTPAUBATh U PeaIn30BbIBATH
TPAeKTOPUIO CAMOPA3BUTHS HA OCHOBE NPHHIIUIIOB 00pPa30BaHus B
Te4eHue BCel JKU3HU

YK-6-1. | [lnanupyeT u peniaeT NepCreKTUBHBIE 33/1a4l COOCTBEHHOM IESITEIIBHOCTH C
Y4€TOM YCIJIOBUH, CPECTB, IMUYHOCTHBIX BOBMOKHOCTEM, ITAallOB KAPLEPHOTO
pocTa, BpeMEHHOW MEePCIEeKTUBBI Pa3BUTHS IE€ATEILHOCTU U TPeOOBaHMIMA
pBIHKA TpyZa

VYK-6-2. | Bnageer HaBbIKaMU yIPaBICHUS] CBOUM BPEMEHEM

YK-6-3. | IlposBisier uHTEpec K 00pa30BaHUIO U UCTOIb3YET MPeA0CTaBIseMbIe
BO3MOYKHOCTH JUIsl IPUOOPETEHNUSI HOBBIX 3HAHUM U HAaBBIKOB

3. COOEP) KAHME U CTPYKTYPA JTUCHUIIJIMHBI
TpynoeMkocTs (yac.) Mo BuaaM y4eOHBIX 3aHATUI
HasBanne Bcero
pa3,£[eﬂa/TeMLI 4acoB KonTakrnas pa60Ta Camocrosre
TBHAs
Bcero Jlexuun CeMUHApbl | paGora
Tema 1. The Thing 12 8 4 4 4




Tema 2. The Unknown: | 12 8 4 4 4
Everything and Nothing

Tema 3. Desiring 12 8 4 4 4
Objects

Tema 4. Desiring 12 8 4 4 4
Subjects

Tema 5.The Thingliness | 12 8 4 4 4
of Nothing

Tema 6. After Thought | 12 8 4 4 4
Hroro 72 48 24 24 24

Topic 1. The Thing

Thinking thingliness (what is an object) in terms of proximity, idea, revealing.
Reading:

Heidegger, “The Thing”

Topic 2. The Unknown: Everything and Nothing

How thingliness has been taken up in contemporary object-oriented thought, also known as
“deep ecology”.

Readings:

Timothy Morton, Hyperobjects, selections

Graham Harman, Tool-being, selections

Topic 3. Desiring Objects

Orientations towards objects as desired yet unattainable in psychoanalysis.
Jacques Lacan, Seminar XX, selections

Alenka Zupancic, “Sexual Difference and Ontology”

Topic 4. Desiring Subjects

Contemporary object-relations theory and uptakes of psychoanalytic desire.

Sara Ahmed, “Happy Objects”

Lauren Berlant, “Slow Death”

Lauren Berlant, On the Inconvenience of Other People, selections

Claudia Rankine, Don’t Let Me Be Lonely, selections

Topic 5.The Thingliness of Nothing

Living negation, or what it is to be in the world when the world doesn’t claim you.
Lee Edelman, Bad Education, selections

Frank Wilderson III, Afropessimism, selections

David Marriott, Lacan Noir, selections

Hortense Spillers, “All the Things You Could Be by Now if Sigmund Freud’s Wife Was Your
Mother”

Topic 6. After Thought

Can we reconcile thinking and thingliness?

Quentin Meillassoux, After Finitude

4. OLEHOYHBIE CPEJICTBA U TIPUMEPHI 3AJJAHUN 5 OIIEHKHA
PE3YJIBTATOB OCBOEHUA JNCHUIIJIMHBI
4.1 Tekyuuii KOHTPOJIb



OrieHKa 3a KypC CKIIAIBIBACTCS U3 CIICAYIONIUX BHIOB 33aJaHHI TEKYIIIETO KOHTPOJIS:
READING QUIZZES - 25% of final grade

To increase your familiarity and confidence with the material, you will complete daily quizzes
(or brief, informal tests) based on the readings for the course.

CLASS PARTICIPATION - 25% of final grade

Participation in a seminar course is critical for creating a positive learning environment as
well as comprehending the material. It is especially vital for success in one’s education, as we
tend to learn more as we engage more. To this end, students will be expected to take an active
part in class meetings. This requires that we come to class having read course materials and
ready to ask questions of one another about them and that we come to class ready to
meaningfully engage with one another.

ESSAY - 50% of final grade

Assessment Criteria

Grade Criteria

Excellent (5) 10 can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words)
written in accordance with the following requirements:
a) in the essay, there is a sequential logic structure
(introduction, body, and conclusion); b) the essay
demonstrates good knowledge and understanding of all
texts analyzed; c) the essay contains at least 10 exact
quotations

9 can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words)
written in accordance with the following requirements:
a) in the essay, there is a sequential logic structure
(introduction, body, and conclusion); b) the essay
demonstrates good knowledge and understanding of all
texts analyzed; c) the essay contains at least 9 exact

quotations
8 can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words)
Good (4) written in accordance with the following requirements:

a) in the essay, there is a sequential logic structure
(introduction, body, and conclusion); b) the essay
demonstrates good knowledge and understanding of all
texts analyzed; c) the essay contains at least 8 exact
quotations

7 can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words)
written in accordance with the following requirements:
a) in the essay, there is a sequential logic structure
(introduction, body, and conclusion); b) the essay
demonstrates good knowledge and understanding of all
texts analyzed; c) the essay contains at least 7 exact
quotations

Satisfactory (3) 6 can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words)
written in accordance with the following requirements:
a) in the essay, there is a sequential logic structure




(introduction, body, and conclusion); b) the essay
demonstrates good knowledge and understanding of all
texts analyzed; c) the essay contains at least 6 exact
quotations, different from the attributed quotations in
assignment

5 can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words)
written in accordance with the following requirements:
a) in the essay, there is a sequential logic structure
(introduction, body, and conclusion); b) the essay
demonstrates good knowledge and understanding of all
texts analyzed; c) the essay contains at least 5 exact

quotations
4 can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words)
Unsatisfactory (2) written in accordance with the following requirements:

a) in the essay, there is a sequential logic structure
(introduction, body, and conclusion); b) the essay
demonstrates knowledge and understanding of the texts
analyzed; c) the essay contains at least 4 exact
quotations

3 can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words) i
written in accordance with the following requirements:
a) in the essay, there is a sequential logic structure
(introduction, body, and conclusion); b) the essay
demonstrates knowledge and understanding of the texts
analyzed; c) the essay contains at least 3 exact
quotations

2 can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words) if
at least one quote is identified incorrectly

1 can be given for the essay (less than 1000 words) if at
least one quote is identified incorrectly

4.2 Ilpome:kyTOUHASL ATTECTAIUA

The examination will consist of a 90-minute written test that includes the identification of ten
quotations from required course readings and a written essay. The use of any electronic
devices is prohibited. The student must: 1) Attribute the given quotations; identify the
sections of the texts (such as a chapter) where the quotations are taken from as well as their
authors, titles, and year of publication. 2) Based on the given quotations, write an essay in
English (1000-1500 words) analyzing semantic relationships between the texts where these
quotations are taken from.

Assessment Criteria

Grade Criteria




Excellent (5)

10

can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words) if 2
elements are present:

1) the student identified all quotes correctly;

2) the essay written in accordance with the following
requirements: a) in the essay, there is a sequential logic
structure (introduction, body, and conclusion); b) the
essay demonstrates good knowledge and understanding
of all texts analyzed; c) the essay contains at least 10
exact quotations, different from the attributed quotations
in assignment

can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words) if 2
elements are present:

1) the student identified all quotes correctly;

2) the essay written in accordance with the following
requirements: a) in the essay, there is a sequential logic
structure (introduction, body, and conclusion); b) the
essay demonstrates good knowledge and understanding
of all texts analyzed; c) the essay contains at least 9
exact quotations, different from the attributed quotations
n assignment

Good (4)

can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words) if 2
elements are present:

1) the student identified all quotes correctly;

2) the essay written in accordance with the following
requirements: a) in the essay, there is a sequential logic
structure (introduction, body, and conclusion); b) the
essay demonstrates good knowledge and understanding
of all texts analyzed; c) the essay contains at least 8
exact quotations, different from the attributed quotations
n assignment

can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words) if 2
elements are present:

1) the student identified all quotes correctly;

2) the essay written in accordance with the following
requirements: a) in the essay, there is a sequential logic
structure (introduction, body, and conclusion); b) the
essay demonstrates good knowledge and understanding
of all texts analyzed; c) the essay contains at least 7
exact quotations, different from the attributed quotations
n assignment

Satisfactory (3)

can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words) if 2
elements are present:

1) the student identified all quotes correctly;

2) the essay written in accordance with the following
requirements: a) in the essay, there is a sequential logic
structure (introduction, body, and conclusion); b) the




essay demonstrates good knowledge and understanding
of all texts analyzed; c) the essay contains at least 6
exact quotations, different from the attributed quotations
in assignment

5 can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words) if 2
elements are present:

1) the student identified all quotes correctly;

2) the essay written in accordance with the following
requirements: a) in the essay, there is a sequential logic
structure (introduction, body, and conclusion); b) the
essay demonstrates good knowledge and understanding
of all texts analyzed; c) the essay contains at least 5
exact quotations, different from the attributed quotations
in assignment.

4 can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words) if 2
Unsatisfactory (2) elements are present:

1) the student identified all quotes correctly;

2) the essay written in accordance with the following
requirements: a) in the essay, there is a sequential logic
structure (introduction, body, and conclusion); b) the
essay demonstrates good knowledge and understanding
of all texts analyzed; c) the essay contains at least 4
exact quotations, different from the attributed quotations
in assignment

3 can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words) if 2
elements are present:

1) the student identified all quotes correctly;

2) the essay written in accordance with the following
requirements: a) in the essay, there is a sequential logic
structure (introduction, body, and conclusion); b) the
essay demonstrates good knowledge and understanding
of all texts analyzed; c) the essay contains at least 3
exact quotations, different from the attributed quotations
in assignment

2 can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words) if
at least one quote is identified incorrectly

1 can be given for the essay (no less than 1000 words) if
at least one quote is identified incorrectly

4.3 [lpumepsl 3a1aHni

IIpumepsbl HUTAT 1JIs1 ATPUOYTHPOBAHUSA

1. “Correlationism consists in disqualifying the claim that it is possible to consider the realms
of subjectivity and objectivity independently of one another. Not only does it become
necessary to insist that we never grasp an object 'in itself, in isolation from its relation to the



subject, but it also becomes necessary to maintain that we can never grasp a subject that
would not always- already be related to an object.” (Quentin Meillassoux, After Finitude, 16.)
2. “Perhaps this is as factual as I know: In any investigatory procedure concerning African
Arnerican culture, a given episteme fractures into negative and positive stresses that could be
designated the crisis of inquiry that reveals where a kind of abandonresent we could also call
it a gap has occurred. Rather than running straight ahead toward a goal, the positivity (a given
theoretical instrument) loops back and forward at once. For example, the notion of
substitutive identity, not named as such in the literature of sociocultural critique, is analogous
to the more familiar concept of negation.” (Hortense Spillers, “All the Things You Could Be
by Now if Sigmund Freud’s Wife Was Your Mother,” 711.)

3. “Is it that hyperobjects seem to push this work of humiliation to a yet more extreme limit?
What is this limit? Copernicus, it is said, is all about displacement. This was first taken to
mean an exhilarating jump into cognitive hyperspace. But what if the hyperobjects force us to
forget even this exit strategy? What if hyperobjects finally force us to realize the truth of the
word humiliation itself, which means being brought low, being brought down to earth?
Hyperobjects, in effect, seem to push us into a double displacement.” (Timothy Morton,
Hyperobjects, 17.)

IIpuMepsbI TEKCTOB JIs1 00CYKIEHUS

Ahmed, Sara. “Happy Objects,” from The Affect Theory Reader. Eds. Melissa Gregg and
Gregory J. Seigworth. Durham: Duke University Press, 2010.

Berlant, Lauren. Cruel Optimism. Durham: Duke University Press, 2011.

On the Inconvenience of Other People. Durham: Duke University Press, 2023.

Edelman, Lee. Bad Education. Durham: Duke University Press, 2022.

Harman, Graham. Tool-Being: Heidegger and the Metaphysics of Objects. LaSalle: Open
Court, 2002.

Heidegger, Martin. Poetry, Language, Thought. New York: Harper Colophon, 1976.

Lacan, Jacques. The Seminar of Jacques Lacan. New York: Norton, 1999.

Marriott, David. Lacan Noir. London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2021.

Meillassoux, Quentin. After Finitude: An Essay on the Necessity of Contingency. London:
Bloomsbury, 2006.

Morton, Timothy. Hyperobjects. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2013.

Rankine, Claudia. Don’t Let Me Be Lonely: An American Lyric. Minneapolis: Graywolf
Press, 2004.

Spillers, Hortense J. “All the Things You Could Be by Now If Sigmund Freud’s Wife Was
Your Mother.” Critical Inquiry 22 (4): 710-734.

Wilderson III, Frank. Afropessimism. New York: W.W. Norton, 2020.

Zupanc¢i¢, Alenka. “Sexual Difference and Ontology.” e-flux 32 (February 2012):
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5. YYEBHO-METOIUWYECKOE U HWH®OPMAILIHWOHHOE OBECIIEYHEHUE
JUCHHUIIJINHBI
5.1 JIluteparypa

Triorames, E. A. ®unocodust : yueOnuk s By3oB / E. A. TrworameB. — Mocksa :
WznarensctBo HOpaiit, 2024. — 252 c¢. — (Beicmiee o6OpazoBanue). — ISBN
978-5-9916-9259-5. — Tekct : amekrpoHHbI // OOpa3oBarenbHas tuargopma FOpaiit
[caiit]. — URL: https://urait.ru/bcode/537622 (nara obpamenus: 14.05.2024).


https://urait.ru/bcode/537622

5.2 DnexTpoHHBbIE 00pa30BaTeIbHbIE PeCypChl
Marepuansl AucuuIUInHbL pa3meniensl B LMS: https:/l.skolkovo.ru/login/index.php

5.3 IlpodeccuonanbHubie 6a3bl JaHHBIX U HH(POPMALMOHHBbIE CIPABOYHbIE CHCTEMBI
(mpu HAJIMYKH)
HeT

6. JUHEH3MOHHOE U CBOBOJHO PACITPOCTPAHAEMOE INTPOI'PAMMHOE
OBECIIEYEHHE

Omnepanmonnas cucrema Simple Linux, Opaysep Yandex Opaysep, antuBupycHoe [10O
Calmantivirus;

CBoboaHo pacnpoctpansiemoe 110, B TOM yuciie 0Te4eCTBEHHOTO MPOU3BOCTRA!

Oducuenii maker Libre Office, Okular PDF Reader, 7-Zip Apxusarop, GIMP
PenaktupoBanus ¢ororpaduii, Inkscape Bexropnas rpaduxa, Blender 3D rpaduxa,
Kdenlive Bunpeopemaktop, Audacity Aymmopemaktop, VLC Menuanneep, Thunderbird
[TouToBsiit kueHt, Flameshot Co3nanue cKpUHIIOTOB

7T.MATEPUAJIBHO-TEXHUYECKOE OBECIIEYEHHUE JUCHUIIJINHbI

VYyeOHast ayquTopusi JUIsl TPOBENEHUS 3aHITUM JIEKIMOHHOIO THUIA, OCHAIIEHHAas
MYJIBTUMEIUHHBIM 000pyJOBaHUEM, Yy4yeOHOW MeOenblo, TOCKOW WIM CO CTEHaMH C
MapKEpPHBIM ITOKPBITUEM.

YyeOHasi aynuTopusi JUis TPOBENCHUS 3aHITHA CEMHUHAPCKOTO0 THIMA, OCHAIECHHAs
MYJIBTUMEIMHHBIM 000pynOBaHHEM, Y4eOHOW MeOenblo, JOCKOW WIM CO CTEHaMH C
MapKepPHBIM MMOKPBITUEM.

Aynutopusi (KOBOPKHMHT) JJIsl CAMOCTOSATENBHOM palOThl OCHAIIEHHas yueOHOil Mmebenbio,
HOYTOYKaMH.

MarepuaibHO-TEXHHUECKOE 00eCTIeUeHnEe ayIUTOPHUI MPECTABICHO Ha O(DUIIMAIIBHOM CalTe
https://bbask.ru/sveden/objects/



https://l.skolkovo.ru/login/index.php
https://bbask.ru/sveden/objects/
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