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1. AHHOTALIUSA JUCHUIIJINHBI

The course “Urban Studies and the Economics of City Architecture” explores the city as a dynamic
socio-economic system where architectural form and urban space are central assets. Core learning
objective is to equip students with an analytical framework for understanding the economic drivers
behind urban form and architectural design. Upon completion, students will be able to critically
decode the city, recognizing the hidden economic narratives in its streets, buildings, and policies,
and apply this knowledge to inform more effective and responsible professional practice.

2. IJTAHUPYEMBIE PE3YJIBTATbBI OCBOEHUSA JUCIHUIIJIMHBI
B citydae ycnemHoro ocBOeHHsI Kypca CTyACHTHI OyayT:

3HAThb

foundational economic theories of urban spatial structure;

the key stages of the real estate development pipeline and the roles of major actors within
it;

the principles and economic impacts of core urban planning tools and policies;

the economic drivers behind major urban phenomena;

contemporary paradigms and their economic rationale.

analyze the spatial logic of a city or district using core economic models to explain
observed patterns of land use, density, and value;

evaluate the potential economic and social outcomes of urban development projects or
planning policies, considering trade-offs;

assess the economic viability and logic of different architectural typologies;

synthesize information from case studies to propose reasoned arguments on contemporary
urban challenges.

BJIA1€Th

the methodology for conducting a simple comparative case study of urban development or
transformation, linking physical changes to underlying economic and policy driver;

the skill of critical evaluation of professional and academic sources (articles, project
reports, plans) on urban economics and development;

the skill of interdisciplinary synthesis, integrating economic principles with architectural,
social, and political perspectives to form a holistic understanding of urban phenomena.

Z[I/ICHI/IHJ'II/IHa HarpaBJICHA HAa Pa3BUTHUC CICAYIOIUX KOMHCTGHHI/Iﬁ 1 UX UHAWKATOPOB!:

Kon dopMynupOBKa KOMIIETEHIIUU W/IIIK €€ UHIUKAaTopa (OB)

KOMIICTCHITHH

YK-1. Crnoco0eH ocymecTBIATH MOUCK, KpUTHYECKUH AHAJHU3 U CHHTE3
HHpOPMANNU, MPUMEHATH CUCTEMHBIH MOAXO0/ JJIsl pelIeHust
NMOCTABJEHHBIX 32124

VYK-1-1. AHanu3upyer 3aavy, OCYIIECTBISIET €€ JEKOMITO3UIINIO, OTIPEEIISIET
MPUOPUTETHOCTD U STATHOCTh JHCTBUH, HAIPABJICHHBIX HAa PEIICHHUE 33aa91

YK-1-2. HaxoauT u kpuTudecku aHaau3upyeT HHPOPMAIHI0, HEOOXOAUMYIO AJIs
peIIEeHMs TOCTAaBJICHHOM 3a/1a4u

YK-1-3. BriOupaeT onTuManbHBIN BapUaHT PEUICHUS 3a1a4, apTyMEHTHPYS CBOM
BBIOOD

YK-2. Crnoco0eH onpeaeasiTh KpYr 3aiad B paMKax MOCTABJICHHOM LeJIN U
BBIOHPATH ONTUMAJIbHBIE CIIOCOOBI MX PeleHus, HCXO/IsI U3
el CTBYIOIIUX MPABOBBIX HOPM, HMEIOIIMXCSI PECYPCOB U OrpaHUYEHHUIT

VK-2-1. CraBuT 331241, HEOOXOIUMBIE JIJIs1 JOCTHXKEHHUSI TIEJTH C yUYE€TOM ITPABOBBIX
HOpM




YK-2-2. PaccmarpuBaeT BO3MOXKHBIE, B TOM YHCIIE HECTAaHAAPTHBIC PEILICHUS 3a/1a4,
OLIEHUBAET JOCTOMHCTBA U PUCKU BO3MOXKHBIX PELICHUH, BBIOUpaeT
ONTUMAJIbHBIE PELIEHUS C YUETOM PECYPCOB M OIpaHUYECHUN

YK-3. Cnoco0eH ocymecTBJISTH COUMAJTIBLHOE B3aUMO/IelicTBHE U
peajin30BbIBATH CBOK) POJIb B KOMAaH/I€e
YK-3-1. 3HaeT npuHIHIBI () (HEKTUBHON KOMaHIHON paOOTHI; y4aCTBYET B

pacrpeiesieHuu poJield B KOMaH e, B3auMOJCHCTBYET C WiICHAMH KOMaH/IbI B
COOTBETCTBHUH CO CBOEH POJIBIO

YK-3-2. VYyacTtByeT B 0OMeHe HH(pOpMaIuei, 3HaHUSIMH U OIIBITOM, B IIPE3EHTALUU
Pe3ysIbTaToB pabOThl KOMaH/IbI
YK-6. CnocodeH ynpasJisiTb CBOMM BpeMeHeM, BLICTPAUBATh M Pealu30BbIBATH

TPAeKTOPUIO CAMOPA3BUTHS HA OCHOBE NMPUHIUIIOB 00Pa30BaHUs B
TeYeHne BCeH )KU3HHU

YK-6-1. [Inanupyer u pemaer nepcreKTUBHBIE 3a]]a4i COOCTBEHHOH ACATEIBHOCTH C
Y4E€TOM YCIIOBUM, CPEACTB, JIMUHOCTHBIX BO3MOXKHOCTEH, 3TallOB KapbepPHOTO
pocTta, BpeMEHHOM MEepCIEKTUBI PA3BUTHS JEATEILHOCTH U TpeOOBaHUIA
pBIHKA TpyJia

YK-6-2. Biianeer HaBbIKaMM yIipaBJ€HUs CBOUM BPEMEHEM

YK-6-3. [IposBnsier uHTEpec K 00pa30BaHUIO U UCIIONB3YET MPEIOCTABIIIEMbIE
BO3MO>KHOCTH JJIs PUOOPETEHNs HOBBIX 3HAHUW U HABBIKOB

3. COAEP KAHUE N CTPYKTYPA TUCIHHUIIVIMHBI

Ha3zBanue pa3zzaena/TeMsl TpynoeMKocTb (4ac.) 1o BUAaM y4eOHbIX 3aHATHH
Bcero KonTakTHas paborta Camocros
4acoB Bcero Jlexuun CemuHapbl | T€JIbHAs

paborta

Topic 1. Foundational
concepts. The city as an 22 6 4 2 16
economic engine

Topic 2. The actors and the

process. Making the built | 22 6 4 2 16
environment

Topic 3. Architectural

economics: design, 22 6 2 4 16

typology, and value

Topic 4. Dynamics of
urban change and | 22 8 4 4 14
contemporary challenges
Topic 5. Synthesis and
forward look 20 6 2 4 14
Htoro 108 32 16 16 76

Topic 1. Foundational concepts. The city as an economic engine

Agglomeration and location theory. Introduction to fundamental economic concepts driving
urbanization: economies of scale, agglomeration economies, and transaction cost reduction.
Classic models (Von Thiinen's agricultural land rent, Alonso's Bid-Rent theory, and the
monocentric city model). How these forces create a predictable spatial logic of land values and
uses. Property, land, and the creation of urban value. The unique economic characteristics of land
and real property. The concept of "highest and best use." Introduction to land value as a derivative
of location, zoning, and infrastructure. Case study analysis of how a vacant plot acquires economic
potential.



Topic 2. The actors and the process. Making the built environment

The real estate development process. Step-by-step breakdown of the development pipeline: site
acquisition, feasibility analysis, financing, design, construction, and asset management. Key actors
(developers, investors, architects, planners, contractors, and public authorities). The role of risk
and return. The political economy of planning: zoning, regulation, and incentives. How
government shapes urban economics through policy. The goals and economic impacts of zoning
(Euclidean, form-based, performance-based). Tools like FAR (Floor Area Ratio), height
restrictions, and historic preservation laws. Public incentives: TIF (Tax Increment Financing),
density bonuses, and their intended/unintended consequences.

Topic 3. Architectural economics: design, typology, and value

The economics of architectural design. Cost-benefit analysis in design: value engineering,
lifecycle costing, and the premium for quality. How design creates functional efficiency and brand
identity. The economic rationale behind different building typologies. Housing economics:
markets, typologies, and affordability crises. Housing as a dual commodity (investment good vs.
social good). Economic drivers behind different housing forms: single-family homes, multiplexes,
high-rises. Analysis of housing affordability: supply constraints, demand pressures, and the role
of policy (rent control, social housing, inclusionary zoning).

Topic 4. Dynamics of urban change and contemporary challenges

Urban transformation: redevelopment, gentrification, and displacement. The economics of land
value change over time. Theories of gentrification. The role of public investment and cultural
capital. Analyzing the trade-offs between revitalization and social equity. Strategies for mitigating
displacement. Infrastructure as investment: public goods, networks, and value capture. The
economic role of public infrastructure (transport, utilities, parks). Funding models: municipal
bonds, user fees, public-private partnerships (PPPs). Concept of "value capture".

The post-industrial and creative city: knowledge economy and spatial logic. Shift from Fordist to
post-Fordist urban economies. The rise of the knowledge/creative economy and its spatial needs
(flexible offices, mixed-use districts, "third places"). Case studies of adaptive reuse of industrial
buildings and the development of innovation districts. Global capital, megaprojects, and urban
branding. The role of global investment flows (REITs, sovereign wealth funds) in shaping city
skylines. The economics of large-scale megaprojects: risks, actors, and frequent cost overruns.
City branding and "starchitecture" as tools in inter-urban competition for talent and capital.
Topic S. Synthesis and forward look

Sustainable urbanism: the economics of green and resilient design. The business case for
sustainability: energy efficiency, green building certifications, and premium values. Cost-benefit
analysis of climate resilience and green infrastructure. Circular economy principles in construction
and urban metabolism. Future Cities: digital economies and their spatial implications. How digital
platforms (remote work, e-commerce, short-term rentals) are disrupting traditional urban
economic models. The impact on office markets, retail corridors, and housing. Emerging concepts:
the 15-minute city, smart city investments, and the economics of data as a new urban resource.

4. OLEHOYHBLIE CPEJICTBA W MPUMEPHI 3AJAHMHA JJIsd OIIEHKH
PE3YJIBTATOB OCBOEHUA INCHUIIJIMHBI

4.1 Texymmii KOHTPOJIb

OreHka 3a Kypc CKJIaJbIBAETCS U3 CIEIYIOMIMX BUAOB 3a/laHUH TEKYIIEro KOHTPOJIS, KaXKIbIH U3
KOTOPBIX 00J1aJJaeT CBOUM BECOM B OOIIEH cucteme:

KoMnoHeHTBI IIpoueHT B MTOrOBOM OLICHKE
Case study briefs 30%
Applied project 50%
Seminar participation 20%




Ha xypce ucnonp3yercs 10 OambHas cucTeMa OICHMBAHHUA. 3a KaXJA0€ 3aJaHUE CTYICHT
nony4aer oT 1 no 10 GamnoB. MTOroBelii Oamn 3a KaXIblii BUJ 3aJaHUN PacCCUMTHIBACTCS Kak
cpenHee apupMeTHYecKoe BCcexX MOyUeHHbBIX 0aJlJIOB 3a Bce 3aaHusl B paMkax ogHoro Buja (O1,
02, O3). HeBbInoTHEHHOE B CPOK 3aaHUE OlleHuBaeTcs B () 6ayuios.
O6mas omenka 3a kypc (O) paccuyuThIBaeTCs Kak:

0 =01x0,3 + 02x0,5 +0O3x0,2

Ecnu no pe3ynbraTtaM TEKYLEro KOHTPOJIS CTYIEHT MOIYYHII TOJIOKUTEIbHYIO OLIEHKY (HE HMXKE
«YZAOBJIETBOPUTEIILHOY ), OLIEHKA 32 IPOMEKYTOUHYIO aTTECTALIUIO BHICTABIIAETCS ABTOMATUYECKH.

Case study briefs

Before select seminar sessions (approx. 3 times during the course), students submit a one-page
structured brief analyzing a pre-assigned case (e.g., a specific development project, a zoning
change, a gentrifying neighborhood). The brief must identify the core economic drivers, key
actors, regulatory frameworks, and apparent trade-offs discussed in the case, using terminology
from the course.

Applied project “Economics of transformation”

An individual or small-group (2-3 people) project conducted in stages throughout the course. This
component assesses the ability to synthesize course concepts and apply them to a simulated real-
world scenario.

You are a junior consultant at an urban strategy firm. The municipal government of a mid-sized,
post-industrial city has identified a vulnerable but strategically located urban block in its core. The
block is a mix of underused, low-density commercial buildings (e.g., a vacant warchouse, low-rise
offices, surface parking) and is socio-economically marginalized. The city's goals are tripartite:
(1) Economic revitalization (increase density, tax base, activity), (2) Social cohesion (prevent
displacement, provide community amenities), and (3) climate resilience (reduce flood risk/heat
island effect, improve sustainability). The task is to develop a financially-grounded transformation
strategy for this block that balances public goals with private-sector logic. You will not design a
single building, but rather create a strategic framework for the block's regeneration.

Seminar participation

Active, informed, and constructive contribution to seminar discussions, debates, and group
workshops. Quality over quantity. Evidence of having done the readings, ability to connect theory
to examples, and engagement with peers' ideas.

4.2 IIpoMe:xyTO4YHAsI aTTECTALUSA

CrynentaM, HaOpaBIIMM JIOCTATOYHBIE JJIsI YAOBJIETBOPUTEIHHOW OIEHKH Oajuibl 32 TEKYIIUN
KOHTPOJIb, OIICHKA 32 AUCLUIUIMHY BBICTABJISETCSA PaBHOM OLIEHKE 3a TeKYIU KOHTpoib (CM. 1.
4.1).

CryzneHTaM, IIOJyYHMBIIMM HEYJOBJIETBOPUTEIBHYIO OLIEHKY II0 pe3yJbTaTaM TEKYIIETro
KOHTPOJISl, HEOOXOJMMO IO COIJIACOBAHMIO C IIPENojaBaTeleM cIaTb OAMH WM HECKOJIBKO
KOMIIOHEHTOB TEKyIlero KoHTposs. [Ipenogasarens BipaBe NpeyioKUTh CTYIAEHTAM BBIIIOJHUTh
3aJjlaHde, HE IOBTOPSIOIIEE 3aJaHHE TEKYLIEro KOHTPOJS, HO IPOBEPSIOIIEe aHaJIOrMYHbIE
3HAHUS, YMEHUSI U HABBIKU.

5. YYEBHO-METOIMYECKOE W HWH®O®OPMAIIMOHHOE OBECIIEYEHUE
JUCHHUIIJIMHBI
5.1 JIuteparypa
1. Kotmspos, M. A. Ypbanuctuka. HeABMKUMOCTE 1 TOPOJICKAs Cpefia : yIeOHHK JIJIsi By30B
/ M. A. KotnsipoB. — MockBa : U3natensctBo FOpaidt, 2025.



2. Conuonorus ropoaa. IIpoexkTupoBaHue COUMAIBHBIX WU3MEHEHUN B TOPOJICKOM Cpene :
yaeOHOoe mocobue s By30B / moj obmieit penakiueii I'. b. Kopabnesoit. — Mockaa :
N3natensctBo FOpaiit, 2025.

3. VYpbGanucruka. ['opoackas 5KOHOMHKA, pa3BUTHE U YIPABJICHUE | YYeOHUK U MPAKTUKYM
Ju1st By30oB / mon penakmueit JI. O. JIumonoBa. — 2-e u3., nepepad. u gorn. — Mocksa :
W3narensctBo KOpaiit, 2025.

5.2 DyieKTpOHHBIE 00pa30BaTeIbHbIC PeCypChl
Matepuanbsl guciuIuInHb pazMenienbl B LMS: https://l.skolkovo.ru/login/index.php

6. JUIHEH3UOHHOE U CBOBOJHO PACITPOCTPAHSAEMOE INPOI'PAMMHOE
OBECIIEYEHHUE

Onepammonnas cucrema Simple Linux, Opay3zep Yandex Opaysep, antuBupycHoe I1O
Calmantivirus;

CBoboaHO pacnpoctpansiemoe [10, B TOM 4ncIiie 0Te4eCTBEHHOTO IPOU3BOICTBA:

Oducuerii naker Libre Office, Okular PDF Reader, 7-Zip Apxusarop, GIMP PenaktupoBanus
dotorpaduii, Inkscape Bekropnas rpaduka, Blender 3D rpaduxa, Kdenlive Buneopenakrop,
Audacity Aymmopenaktop, VLC Menunamneep, Thunderbird Ilourosiit kmment, Flameshot
Co31aHne CKPUHIIIOTOB

7. MATEPUAJIBHO-TEXHUYECKOE OBECIIEYHEHUE JUCHUIIJIMHBI

YueOHast ayAMTOpUS AN TPOBEACHUS  3aHATHH  JIEKHMOHHOTO THMA, OCHAICHHAsS
MYJIbTUMEAUIHHBIM 000pyI0BaHHEM, Y4eOHON MeOeblo, TOCKOW WM CO CTEHAMU C MapKepPHBIM
MOKPBITHEM.

YueOHast ayauTopusi [ TPOBEACHHS 3aHATUA CEMHUHAPCKOTO THMA, OCHAIEHHAs
MYJIBTUMEINHHBIM 000pYyI0BaHHEM, YU4eOHON MeOeIbIo, TOCKOW WIIM CO CTCHAMH C MapKEePHBIM
MOKPBITHEM.

Aynutopusi (KOBOPKHHT) JISi CaMOCTOSITENIEHOW paboThl, OCHAIIEHHas Yy4eOHOW Mebenbio,
HOYTOYKaMH.

MarepuanbHO-TEXHUYECKOE 00ecIieueHrne ay IMTOPUI TIPEICTABICHO HAa OPUITHATHLHOM CaiTe
https://bbask.ru/sveden/objects/.
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